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From April 17th, 1970 ABC, CBS and NBC evening news reports of the splashdown and return on the Apollo 
13 crew. 


Apollo 13 Crew: 

Commander: Jim Lovell 

CM Commander: Jack Swigert 
LM Pilot: Fred Haise 
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astronauts have written a happy ending to history's first celestial cliffhanger from ticker tape showers in wall 
street to which doctor's incantations in africa the world seemed to celebrate president nixon proclaimed 
sunday a day of prayer and announced that he would fly with members of the astronauts families to hawaii 
saturday to present the crew with medals of freedom just how near a thing this flight came to be as described 
by the astronauts as they jettisoned the mysteriously damaged service module this morning it was the fifth 
combat assault for charlie company in 19 days the deepest well we'll try to get that film for you in just a 
moment we'll have the more on the flight of apollo 13 and its successful conclusion in a moment [Music] and 
now that's the film as recorded earlier today the flight of apollo 13 in its last stages as they looked at the 
service module after jettison that dead beast they just told [Applause] in a recovery us are approximately six 
tips cloud cover combination you can see why that's not a very good boat it's a lot of action starr of jackpot 
nevada he's 23. uh airman carolyn gardiner california 
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uh airman carolyn gardiner california he's 22 and seaman roger fanfield horseheads new york 19. [Applause] 
there again [Music] [Applause] 38 years old denver colorado the man who was not scheduled to make this 
trip out in denver the very happy john swigert dr mrs flager to send champagne around to their neighbors and 
to members the press gathered on the lawn of their home in dallas and i suppose those corks are popping in 
the homes of the hazes and the levels and everywhere else along astronaut row there outside of houston 66 
approaching the deck of the e-regime they are jim lowell in the lead and then swagger doesn't it that's jack 
yes and then fred hayes i would like to ask the chaplain to say a real brief prayer thanks let us pray oh lord 
we joyfully welcome back to earth astronauts levels haze and swagger who by your grace their skill and the 
skill of many men 
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skill of many men survived the dangers encountered in their mission and returned to us safe and whole we 
offer our humble thanksgiving for this successful recovery amen a good many people feel like the space 
agency official 20 years younger today but the greatest relief was expressed by the families of astronauts 
level i want to thank everyone at mission control all the men in mission control for making it possible for my 
husband it's true to return to earth mrs lovell would you discourage your husband from taking another flight 
well i always go along with anything my husband wants to do and however selfishly i i really wouldn't want to 
make another flight but i i don't really know what he's going to do it's up to him you would not want him to 
make another fight well after this i don't think i would no is there any way a wife can prepare herself for a 


critical situation like no no i have never experienced any writers in my life i don't ever care to experience it 
again no i realize i've never gotten better in my life maybe right could you tell us what you said to your 
husband or no it was kind of while all the letters and languages the phone at one time so we were all kind of 
counting back and forth but just that he looked so great and we were so thankful of course for heading back 
now what was your first moment of relief i would say that this is the happiest day of my life i really would and 
i'd say that monday night was the longest night of my life it's a wonderful beginning a beautiful ending but i 
wouldn't give you two hoops for the interim in the midst of all the celebration space officials said that apollo 
14 scheduled for october will not be 
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scheduled for october will not be launched to the moon until the cause of the blast that crippled apollo 13 is 
found and corrected today's television audience according to observers in europe may have been the largest 
of all time live pictures via satellite carried the safe return through britain to the soviet union and 22 other 
nations on the continent and in north africa the pope watching the landing on television offered a prayer of 
thanksgiving secretary general lutheran of the united nations said all men will long marvel at the unmatched 
combination of skill courage and spirit and in spain they even canceled the televised bull fight after the apollo 
11 mission and man's first walk on the moon president nixon said this is the greatest week in the history of 
the world since creation after today splashdown to apollo 13 he had this to say i thought that the most 
exciting day of my life was the day i was elected president of the united states and then i thought perhaps 
next to that was the day that apollo 11 completed its flight and i met it when it came down in the sea in the 
pacific but there's no question in my mind that for me personally this is the most exciting the most meaningful 
day that i've ever experienced i feel that what these men have done uh has been a great inspiration to all of 
us i think also what the men in the ground have done is an inspiration to us how men react in adversity 
determines their true greatness and these men have demonstrated that the american character is sound and 
strong and capable of taking a very difficult situation and turning it into really a very successful venture the 
president also paid high tribute to the ground crews and said he will present them with the medal of freedom 
on a visit to houston tomorrow cbs will broadcast his tour of the 
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cbs will broadcast his tour of the manned spacecraft center tomorrow morning and that's the way it is friday 
april 17th 1970. this is voter crime guide cbs news good night odyssey houston we show you on the mains it 
really looks great from nbc space center in new york here is the news david brinkley is on assignment i'm 
chad huntley nbc news apollo 13 landed in the pacific at 108 p.m eastern time today 540 miles southeast of 
samoa its men hayes swagger level were safe and well [Music] [Applause] a report from the iwo jima that 
apollo 13 is descending at a point four miles due south of the ship at this [Applause] time another chair in the 
control room as we head [Applause] [Music] is moving into splashdown the rescue net is halfway down 
[Applause] 
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[Applause] [Music] is [Music] [Applause] [Music] okay [Applause] [Music] is [Applause] [Music] [Applause] a 
[Applause] a report here and here they are james lovell john swigett and fred hayes [Music] 
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millions and millions of people all over the world it undoubtedly has to be one of them personally happy 
moments we're glad you could make it boys this is gary kurtz thank you i must commend you on your 
navigation welcome on board iwo jima i would like to ask the chaplain to say a real brief prayer thanks let us 
pray oh lord we joyfully welcome back to earth astronauts lovell hayes and zweigart who by your grace their 
skill and the skill of many men survived the dangers encountered in their mission and returned to us safe and 


whole we offer our humble thanksgiving for this successful recovery amen face and now uh [Music] and they 
certainly appear to be [Music] first [Music] because they did not have to be quarantined the astronauts went 
directly to the carrier sick bay where they were 
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to the carrier sick bay where they were reported in good condition except for extreme fatigue tomorrow they'll 
be flown to hawaii [Music] president nixon set aside sunday as a day of national prayer and thanksgiving for 
the safe return of the astronauts tomorrow he will fly to hawaii to present them the apollo 13 ground crew 
with the medal of freedom on the way he'll stop off in houston to pick up the wives and families of the 
astronauts the president was so moved by the event that he went to the white house press room to tell 
newsmen just how he felt reactions of course to what has happened have been pouring into the white house 
i've talked to the leaders of both the house and the senate republican and democrat and to several other 
leaders country who have been calling in there are no adjectives that can be added at this time i will only put 
it in quite personal terms i thought that the most exciting day of my life was the day i was elected president of 
the united states and then i thought perhaps next to that was the day that apollo 11 completed its flight and i 
met it when it came down in the sea in the pacific but there's no question in my mind that for me personally 
this is the most exciting the most meaningful day that i've ever experienced feel that what these men have 
done uh has been a great inspiration to all of us i think also what the men in the ground have done is an 
inspiration to us how men react in adversity determines their true greatness and these men have 
demonstrated that the american character is sound and strong and capable of taking a very difficult situation 
and turning it into really a very successful venture in retrospect the last few hours of the flight of apollo 13 
went smoothly but 
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flight of apollo 13 went smoothly but mission control in houston and millions of people around the world were 
well aware of just how critical were the things that had to be done in that short period at 8 27 a.m eastern 
time the damaged service module was cast off at 11 43 the moon landing ship was dropped away and laval 
was heard to say farewell aquarius and we thank you it was the moon landing ship's power which had 
enabled the men to get back when the service module was jettisoned both the astronauts and michigan crow 
and mission control were astonished to realize how badly it had been damaged is it's really a mess space 
agency officials said today that apollo 14 will not be launched until they know why there was an explosion on 
apollo 13 and until the condition has been found and corrected so there will probably be a delay apollo 14 
was scheduled to be launched on october 1st dr thomas payne the nasa administrator said however that 
exploration of the moon definitely will be continued we're visiting an incredibly ancient world a world which 
was formed probably at the same time as the earth but which preserves on its surface the record of the first 
billion years of the existence of the solar system there's enormous value to be obtained by understanding 
and learning about the whole origin the whole beginning the whole uh place really from which uh man and all 
life came but beyond that we're also pressing forward because this is the place where we will learn how to 
conquer space how man will be 
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how to conquer space how man will be able to set forth from the home planet earth and travel to many other 
parts of the solar system we're in the first 12 years of the entire space program it was only a couple of weeks 
ago that the old first satellite that america put up re-entered so in this period of time all of the advances that 
have been made have occurred i would like to point out also that in the course of this progress in mercury in 
germany and apollo american astronauts have flown 66 million miles and we have yet to lose an astronaut in 
space so that we're pressing on because we're at the beginning of man's conquest of space just as in the 
early days of aviation we will have accidents occasionally we hope that with modern technology at our 
disposal the results of these can be minimized that the loss of human life can be minimized and that we will 
indeed learn how man can sail on this new ocean of space use it for practical applications use it for new 


science and use it to advance our technology payne also said that in many ways the space agency would 
learn more because apollo 13's flight had been flawed than it would have from another perfect trip to the 
moon precisely because of the difficulties it encountered nbc news will present a special 90-minute television 
program on apollo 13 at 11 30 tonight eastern time apollo 13 was watched by millions of people in the united 
states and elsewhere live pictures were carried by satellite through britain to the soviet union 22 european 
countries in northern africa japanese television carried it live in the early morning hours of saturday tokyo 
time and it was seen in latin america in some american cities the air was filled with ticker tape and torn paper 
at the moment of splashdown and the return of course was watched by the families of the astronauts who 
celebrated it in their own way [Music] and it looks like from this distance on our monitors it looks like they are 
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our monitors it looks like they are floating upright the wives of astronauts james lovell and fred hayes have 
been up since six this morning listening to the progress of the landing maneuvers on a direct line from 
mission control this afternoon they watched the splashdown on television mrs hayes who was expecting in 
two months spoke to reporters after talking with her husband she was asked how she felt marvel better in my 
life could you tell us what you said to your husband oh it was kind of wild all the lovers were on the so we 
were all kind of shouting back and forth but just that he looked so great and we were so thankful of course 
what was your first moment well once the first initial shock was over i felt a lot of confidence that uh things 
would work out and go well mrs level had been through this before but then nothing ever went wrong before 
isn't this a great day yes mrs lovell was asked how she felt about the possibility of her husband going on any 
future mission well i always go along with anything my husband wants to do and however selfishly i i really 
wouldn't want to make another flight but i i don't really know what he's going to do it's up to him you would 
not want him to make another fight well after this i don't think i would no i it's been a nightmare i have never 
experienced anybody this in my life i don't ever care to experience it again there's just no way to prepare for 
anything like this i'm just very thankful and very humble and i just i want to thank everyone at mission control 
all the men at mission control for making it possible for my husband and his crew to return to earth and i'm 
just very grateful my family's grateful and my husband's 
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my family's grateful and my husband's mother and i want to thank all the the people in the world who have 
sent us all the people in the world who have sent us messages of concern and and all their prayers that have 
been said for us and we all have a great deal of faith in god and this is really proven that it is true there was 
champagne for all on the front lawn of astronaut schweiger's denver home after he and the rest of the crew 
were Safely aboard the recovery ship his parents doctor and mrs john schweiger watched their sons return 
on television after talking with him by telephone they came out and talked with newsmen well it was a 
wonderful beginning a beautiful ending but i wouldn't give you a two hoops for the interim you watch it of 
course uh on television what were your thoughts uh let's say at uh at separation of the lamb and as they 
started in and so on well when he got through with the lamb there and everything was on course i thought 
well i got it made what was the first time you had any felt any relief when they got separated from the lamb 
and i knew they were right on course there and they poured her in there and i thought they'd land just where 
they did mr schweiker what was your reaction as they were heading in well when the uh castle came in all by 
itself i thought that well nothing can happen now where we have plenty of everything and we're going to 
come in have you spoken to jack is that right yes we spoke to jack what did he say well he said he was 
happy to be back and he said they didn't see too much when they went around the moon but that when they 
let the service module go this morning he said they saw the big hole in the side he said we're awfully glad to 
be back now good night for nbc news in atlanta church bells told in thanksgiving for five minutes traffic in 
indianapolis came to a halt 
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traffic in indianapolis came to a halt as people stopped in the streets to cheer in new york a crowd gathered 
in a park with the mayor to offer a silent prayer of thanks and in the middle of the pacific a charred space 
capsule with three bearded men inside bobbed quietly on the surface of the ocean the ordeal of apollo 13 
was over the story from abc science editor jules bergman it was an incredible ending to an incredible week a 
week that began on a note of near tragedy with three astronauts battling for their lives as they neared the 
moon then racing the clock for 87 hours across 270 000 miles of space to get back to earth before their 
critical supplies of water and power gave out aquarius the lunar lander that became a lifeboat an odyssey of 
the crippled command module both held out and almost unbelievably lovell hayes and swigert landed just 
four miles from the recovery carrier iwo jima here are the sights and sounds of that splashdown and recovery 
odyssey houston over go ahead okay os in a minute or a minute and a half an entry attitude we'd like on me 
charlie and welcome home over thank you now the three shoots uh have uh opened up and they're gliding 
ever so uh quietly down just a beautiful sight to see uh we have a report uh from the iwo jima that apollo 13 
at a distance of four miles from the ship the smoke you see is uh rcs propellants or reaction control system 
propellants the floor of the mission operations control room now crowded 
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control room now crowded and there are visible smiles on [Music] the faces of the flight controllers and 
astronauts in this room passing through [Applause] 401 at this time another chair in the control room as we 
had splashdown [Applause] is [Applause] is [Applause] 
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[Applause] is in order to allow the passengers to [Applause] uh let us pray oh lord we joyfully welcome back 
to earth astronaut's level haze and swagger who by your grace their skill and the skill of many men survived 
the dangers encountered in their mission and returned to us safe and whole we offer our humble 
thanksgiving for this successful recovery amen in houston marilyn lovell after four days of unbelievable 
tension relaxed and gave her feelings i want to thank everyone at mission control all the men in mission 
control for making it possible for my husband and his crew to return to earth and i'm just very grateful my 
family's grateful and my husband's mother and and i want to thank all the the people in the world who have 
sent us all the people in the world who have sent us messages of concern and all their prayers that have 
been said for us and we all have a great deal of faith in god and this is really proven that is true considering 
uh taking another flight since this wasn't successful well i always go along with anything my husband wants 
to do and however selfishly i i really wouldn't want to make another flight but i i don't really know what he's 
going to do it's up to him you would not want him to make another play well after this i don't think i would no 
it's been a nightmare the president expressing the nation's gratitude for the safe return of the three 
astronauts declared sunday a national day of prayer there no adjectives that can be added at this time i will 
only put it in quite personal terms i thought that the most exciting day of 
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i thought that the most exciting day of my life was the day i was elected president of the united states and 
then i thought perhaps next to that was the day that apollo 11 completed its flight and i met it when it came 
down in the sea in the pacific but there's no question in my mind that for me personally this is the most 
exciting the most meaningful day that i've ever experienced i feel that what these men have done has been a 
great inspiration to all of us i think also what the men in the ground have done is an inspiration to us how 
men react in adversity determines their true greatness and these men have demonstrated that the american 
character is sound and strong and capable of taking a very difficult situation and turning it into really a very 
successful venture the president will fly to houston early tomorrow morning award the medal of freedom to 
the space agency team that brilliantly planned how to get the astronauts back then pick up marilyn level and 
mary hayes and take them to hawaii with him aboard air force one he'll meet the astronauts at hickam field 
and present them with the medal of freedom then spend the night in hawaii with their wives the astronauts 


will fly back to houston saturday night tuesday they'll tell their story of what happened to the nation while 
space agency investigators probed the causes of the accident still to be decided is what effect or delays the 
apollo 13 near disaster will have on future lunar flights this is jules bergman at abc space headquarters 


END 


